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ADDENDUM 1

The National Intelligence University (NIU) produced this Catalog Addendum to supplement the 
2019-2020 NIU Catalog. Material in this addendum supersedes information in the Catalog.  
You should read this when you first receive it and then keep it on hand for easy reference in 
the future.

Institutional and Degree Learning Outcomes are changed to reflect the 
following:

National Intelligence University – Institutional Learning Outcomes (ILO)

Our graduates will advance the nation’s intelligence enterprise through:

• Communication – Effectively convey information to a variety of audiences using multiple 
approaches.

• Critical Thinking – Apply logic, analysis, synthesis, and creativity to address intelligence-
relevant problems.

• Ethical Reasoning – Evaluate information to ensure judgements are rational, well 
supported, and objective. 

• Engagement – Integrate diverse perspectives through intelligence community and 
academic collaboration. 

• Expertise – Demonstrate professional knowledge, skills and perspectives contributing to 
mastery of an intelligence topic.

• Research – Contribute to the body of knowledge through in-depth academic inquiry. 

National Intelligence University – Degree Learning Outcomes (DLO)

MSSI DLOs
• Graduates of the degree program will advance the nation’s intelligence enterprise through 

accomplishment of the following degree requirements:
• Assess how U.S. national security is shaped by forces and developments in an uncertain 

world.
• Analyze the role the IC plays in the decision-making process within the U.S> national 

security policy and strategy communities. 
• Demonstrate expertise in an area concerning threats, capabilities, or the national security 

enterprise. 
• Conduct rigorous analytic research on topics of interest to the intelligence community 

using all sources of information. 
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• Demonstrate effective communication and collaboration in a complex joint and interagency 
environment. 

MSTI DLOs
• Graduates of the degree program will advance the nation’s intelligence enterprise 

through accomplishment of the following degree requirements:
• Understand how world issues and the U.S. national security community are influenced 

by science and technology. 
• Analyze specific science and technology areas to either evaluate associated threats or 

the potential to enhance U.S. intelligence capabilities. 
• Conduct rigorous analytic research on science and technology topics of interest to 

the intelligence community and providing outputs to appropriate customers and 
stakeholders. 

• Inform decisions on science and technology topics within the U.S> national security and 
intelligence communities. 

• BSI DLOs
• Graduates of the degree program will advance the nation’s intelligence enterprise 

through accomplishment of the following degree requirements:
• Understand and analyze the emerging global environment in the context of U.S. national 

security and intelligence challenges. 
• Understand the tenets of U.S. national security strategy and the IC’s influence and role 

in development. 
• Describe and evaluate the capabilities and limitations of the U.S. collection and analysis 

enterprise. 
• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking skills in identifying, analyzing, and assessing 

national security threats and opportunities. 
• Apply and synthesize research, intelligence collection, and analytic methods to develop 

a comprehensive capstone project supporting national security objectives. 
• Demonstrate the ability to communicate effectively and operate collaboratively in a Joint 

and interagency environment. 

The description of the Joint Professional Military Education Program is changed to 
note the following:

NIU is accredited to grant JPME Phase I credit to selected, qualified students enrolled in a full-
time master’s program. Students are notified of their selection during orientation. Interested 
students may contact the JPME Program Director for further details. Students are not autho-
rized to self-select for the JPME program. 
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In addition to the core curriculum for the MSSI or the MSTI degree, all JPME students must take 
the designated JPME courses, attend the Staff Ride (DEF 604), and complete a Joint Doctrine 
Exam to receive Phase I JPME credit.

The Defense Intelligence Department administers and manages the JPME Phase I studies pro-
gram for the NIU. Students who are notified of their selection during orientation should contact 
the JPME Program Director in the Department for further details.

The following courses are mandatory for JPME credit in both the MSSI and MSTI 
degree Programs:

• DEF 601, National Strategy: Theory and Intelligence Considerations
• DEF 602, Joint Campaign Planning and Intelligence
• DEF 603, Strategic Crisis Exercise
• DEF 604, Staff Ride

Students must also complete a Joint Doctrine Exam to receive Phase I JPME credit.

The following updates are made to concentrations within the College of Strategic 
Intelligence:

Broader Middle East Concentration courses now consist of:
• RSI 651, Broader Middle East Strategic Security and Intelligence Environment
• RSI 652, Iran: Strategic Security and Intelligence Issues
• RSI 653, The Near East: Strategic Security and Intelligence Issues
• RSI 654, Arabian Peninsula and North Africa: Strategic Security and Intelligence Issues

China Concentration Learning Outcomes are changed to:

Apply the lenses of China’s modern history, institutional structure, and elite politics as explana-
tions for its contemporary policies and regime behavior in crisis or conflict. (RSI 610)

Outline the Communist Party of China’s national strategy and foreign policy, the processes by 
which it formulates, articulates, and implements them, the relationship between the Party’s 
overall strategic ends and its efforts in specific functional and regional areas, and critique the 
scholarly debates about the implications for the United States and the international order. (RSI 
611)

Integrate examinations of China’s military modernization program, doctrine, capabilities, and 
strategies for regional conflicts into the construction of potential Chinese military campaigns in 
the Indo-Pacific. (RSI 612)
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Appraise China’s domestic and international activities in the information domain to include 
intelligence, counterintelligence, cyber and information warfare, and strategic influence opera-
tions; and evaluate the implications for U.S. policy. (RSI 613)

Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of China Studies scholarship and its implications for 
the U.S. strategic intelligence enterprise. (All Courses; MSSI Thesis)

Eurasia Concentration Description and Outcomes are changed to:

The Eurasia concentration emphasizes strategic-level knowledge of this dynamic, geographi-
cally broad, politically and culturally diverse region and prepares students to identify, analyze, 
and forecast the IC’s current and emerging intelligence and security concerns and policies 
toward both regional allies and potential adversaries.

The concentration provides students with a multidisciplinary approach for researching and 
evaluating the drivers, objectives, strategies, and activities associated with Eurasian ques-
tions. It addresses political, socio-cultural, economic, demographic, security, military, conflict, 
and informational issues for this region. The program focuses on assessing the drivers and 
outcomes of Russia’s authoritarian assertiveness; the challenges and advantages of European 
Union (EU) integration; economic and energy production and interdependence; radicalization 
and terrorism issues; and external security and economic policies and engagement. Students 
choose thesis topics and collaborate with faculty to formulate a specific academic sequence 
of selective and elective courses that prepare them to produce future-oriented, relevant intel-
ligence assessments.

The concentration focuses on the internal, external, and informational characteristics and 
causal variables influencing domestic stability, regional disputes and behaviors, and other key 
regional activities of Eurasian states, societies, and multilateral institutions. 

Internal variables include domestic economic activity and challenges; internal security and 
stability challenges; issues of leadership and governance (both national and supra-national); 
territorial and resource disputes; leadership aims and views; military capabilities, actions and 
preparedness; and overall national strategies for socio-economic advancement, power projec-
tion, and security. 

External variables and drivers are analyzed to evaluate the conditions, causes, effects, and 
plausible future outcomes for a variety of intelligence issues and concerns. These include bilat-
eral and multilateral state-to-state relations and foreign policies; the condition and outlook for 
the EU, NATO, Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and the Eurasian 
Economic Union; economics, finance, budgets, and trade; transnational security issues and 
threats; demographic and migration trends and challenges; and military strategies, capabili-
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ties, modernization and reform, and operations. The program places particular emphasis on 
partner and hostile intelligence activities and prowess, cyber and information operations, stra-
tegic influence, and other applications of soft power across the region and globally.

In addition to the other degree requirements, the Russia/Eurasia concentration includes the 
following courses (12 credit hours):

• RSI 632, Russia: Geostrategic Intelligence Issues
• RSI 635, The Near Abroad
• RSI 637, Russian Foreign Policy

Choose one of the following:
• RSI 633, Central Asia: Geostrategic Intelligence Issues
• RSI 636, Russian Intelligence
• The Eurasia Concentration Learning Outcomes
• MSSI students in the Eurasia concentration:

Evaluate the expert theoretical and applied research literature examining the dynamics of Eur-
asia’s evolving internal socio-economic development, national and supra-national governance, 
financial and economic performance and challenges, and domestic stability and internal secu-
rity.

Evaluate Russia’s military, intelligence, and information strategy, modernization, and opera-
tions.

Analyze Russia’s evolving regional and global aspirations, behaviors, and assertiveness, includ-
ing in foreign policy, trade and finance, regional and other multilateral organizations, transna-
tional security issues, and confronting or causing regional disputes.

Assess threats and opportunities for the United States vis-à-vis the actions and intents of Rus-
sia and the former Soviet republics in the key issues of governance, economic and infrastruc-
ture development, foreign and security policy, domestic political and security conditions, and 
resource management.

Terrorism Concentration Courses and Outcomes are changed to:

The Terrorism Concentration seeks to educate intelligence professions on the full lifecycle of 
terrorist activities, from their political, military, social, and cultural origins, to their manifesta-
tions as individual terrorists and organized groups operating within a given state or as a trans-
national network. Students engage a wide spectrum of sociological and political issues that 
give rise to terrorist groups and transnational terrorist networks that threat the United States 
and its interests. Students will apply the broad range of intelligence analytic and collection 
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tools to create innovative solutions directed towards countering the threat posed by the phe-
nomenon of terrorism. In essence, students transition during the concentration from primarily 
focusing on the RED paradigm of studying terrorist adversaries to a BLUE paradigm of assess-
ing strength and weaknesses of the U.S. response to terrorist threats in order to formulate 
more robust “whole-of-government” approaches to counter the dynamics of terrorism.

In addition to the other degree requirements, the Terrorism concentration includes the follow-
ing courses (12 credit hours):

• TRN 602, Phenomenon of Terrorism
• TRN 603, Roots of Terrorism
• TRN 604, Dynamics of Terrorism
• TRN 605, Dynamics of Countering Terrorism

For their thesis research requirement, students focus on a terrorism-related issue, which may 
include any topic related to transnational issues bearing on terrorism or addressing the U.S. 
response to terrorist threats.

Terrorism Concentration Learning Outcomes

MSSI students in the Terrorism Concentration learn to: 

Analyze and appraise the root causes of the terrorism phenomenon and the fundamental dy-
namics of terrorist movements and groups.

Apply multi-discipline theoretical frameworks to evaluate how political, economic, demograph-
ic, and cultural pressures combine to create terrorist groups and networks operating in a state 
or transnationally.

Evaluate how terrorist organizations are able to achieve their strategic end state as they oper-
ate in the physical, cognitive, and moral domains of warfare.

Examine and distinguish the complex interactions between domestic and international issues 
in order to formulate conceptual models that explain the phenomenon of terrorism and gener-
ate creative responses to counter the threat of terrorism.

The following updates are made to Certificates within the College of Strategic 
Intelligence:

• Broader Middle East Certificate courses are changed to:
• RSI 651, Broader Middle East Strategic Security and Intelligence Environment
• RSI 652, Iran: Strategic Security and Intelligence Issues
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• RSI 653, The Near East: Strategic Security and Intelligence Issues
• RSI 654, Arabian Peninsula and North Africa: Strategic Security and Intelligence Issues

Eurasia Certificate Description and Outcomes are changed to:

The Graduate Certificate in Eurasian Studies is designed for students who want to develop a 
deeper understanding of Russia and the countries of the Near Abroad. With the end of the Cold 
War and the dissolution of the Soviet Union, many thought that U.S. security concerns with the 
region would decrease. Instead, concerns relating to this part of the world have increased and 
have become more complex. Regional conflicts; the security of materials that could be used to 
produce WMD; the growth of organized crime and the trafficking of drugs, arms, and human be-
ings; economic, health, and demographic problems; and the spread of radical Islam and cyber 
threats are just some of the concerns that affect not only Eurasia, but—through association—
the rest of the world. By studying these and other issues and how they affect the various parts 
of the former Soviet space (Russia, the Baltics, Western Republics, the Caucasus, and Central 
Asia), students develop the in depth understanding that allows them to serve as regional spe-
cialists and analyze events and their effects on U.S. national security.

The graduate certificate in Eurasia is comprised of the following four courses: 
• RSI 632, Russia: Geostrategic Intelligence Issues
• RSI 635, The Near Abroad
• RSI 637, Russian Foreign Policy

Choose one of the following:
• RSI 633, Central Asia: Geostrategic Intelligence Issues
• RSI 636, Russian Intelligence

Terrorism Certificate

The Terrorism Certificate seeks to educate intelligence professions on the full lifecycle of terror-
ist activities, from their political, military, social, and cultural origins, to their manifestations as 
individual terrorists and organized groups operating within a given state or as a transnational 
network. Students engage a wide spectrum of sociological and political issues that give rise to 
terrorist groups and transnational terrorist networks that threat the United States and its inter-
ests. Students will apply the broad range of intelligence analytic and collection tools to create 
innovative solutions directed towards countering the threat posed by the phenomenon of ter-
rorism. In essence, students transition during the concentration from primarily focusing on the 
RED paradigm of studying terrorist adversaries to a BLUE paradigm of assessing strength and 
weaknesses of the U.S. response to terrorist threats in order to formulate more robust “whole-
of-government” approaches to counter the dynamics of terroris.
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• TRN 602, Phenomenon of Terrorism
• TRN 603, Roots of Terrorism
• TRN 604, Dynamics of Terrorism
• TRN 605, Dynamics of Countering Terrorism

Terrorism Certificate Learning Outcomes

MSSI students in the Terrorism Certificate learn to: 

Analyze and appraise the root causes of the terrorism phenomenon and the fundamental dy-
namics of terrorist movements and groups.

Apply multi-discipline theoretical frameworks to evaluate how political, economic, demograph-
ic, and cultural pressures combine to create terrorist groups and networks operating in a state 
or transnationally.

Evaluate how terrorist organizations are able to achieve their strategic end state as they oper-
ate in the physical, cognitive, and moral domains of warfare.

Examine and distinguish the complex interactions between domestic and international issues 
in order to formulate conceptual models that explain the phenomenon of terrorism and gener-
ate creative responses to counter the threat of terrorism.

The following changes are made to the Strategic Warning Analysis Certificate:

The Certificate in Strategic Warning Analysis is comprised of the following courses:
• CAC 630 History of Warning Intelligence
• CAC 631 Challenges in Strategic Warning
• CAC 632 Warning Theory and Methodologies 
• MST 660 Introduction to Denial and Deception: History, Concepts, Issues, and 

Implications

The ability to provide leaders with the knowledge and awareness needed to anticipate and 
prepare for possible events requires a very high order of analysis. This CIS in Strategic Warning 
Analysis provides the intellectual platform for this analysis. Students study historical success-
es and failures of warning intelligence, contemporary challenges, methodologies, analytical 
techniques, and a region or intelligence function where such practices can be applied. Stu-
dents are better equipped to evaluate and analyze not only why an event happened, but also 
possible events in the future. 
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CAC 630 History of Warning Intelligence

This course provides a historical perspective of the experiences of the United States and other 
nations in providing warning to policymakers. It addresses both warning successes and failures 
and covers methodological and organizational lessons learned to place this critical analytical 
mission into perspective. The course also discusses the origins and development of strategic 
warning analysis in the United States and the obstacles to successful analysis within the con-
text of the psychology of analysis and heuristics. The course is largely oriented around student 
case-study presentations and class discussion.

CAC 631 Challenges in Strategic Warning

This course addresses the increasingly complex environment that has made the always dif-
ficult mission of strategic warning intelligence analysis, all the more challenging since the end 
of the Cold War. The course is divided into three parts. The first discusses the revolutionary 
developments of globalization: phenomena such as emerging state and nonstate actors; evolv-
ing structures within the international system; demographic and migration patterns; expanding 
trading networks and financial flows; competition for natural resources; health and environ-
mental hazards; and disruptive S&T trends. This discussion particularly focuses on three trans-
national issues, which have proven especially challenging to warning analysis: threats related 
to cyber, terrorism, and proliferation of WMD. The second general topic involves examining the 
critical intelligence collection component of analysis, to understand the relationship between 
these two functions and how to maximize and coordinate the effort. Third, the course discuss-
es both international and interagency intelligence collaboration, which studies have found to be 
critical to intelligence successes.

CAC 632 Warning Theory and Methodologies 

This course surveys the menu of analytical techniques compiled since the 9/11 attacks that 
help address the challenges of producing effective warning intelligence. The course begins with 
a more in-depth discussion of the analytical pitfalls, then discusses methods to help overcome 
them. The course reviews the methodology developed during the Cold War, analyzes indicator-
based scenario, and discusses whether this methodology remains relevant. Students explore 
concepts and methods under consideration since 9/11, including enduring issues, emerging 
issues, strategic surveillance and reconnaissance, horizon scanning, and communities of inter-
est for warning analysis. The class explores relevant structured analytical techniques compiled 
since 9/11, particularly those designed to enhance imagination and to challenge conventional 
wisdom, addresses the possibility of deception, and discusses decisionmaking theory to un-
derstand the dynamics of the target. Finally, the course addresses methodologies and analysis 
practiced in the business world and in the related field of futures analysis to provide relevant 
insights.
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Strategic Warning Analysis Certificate Learning Outcomes

Explain the experience of the United States and other nations in providing strategic warning to 
policymakers?

Define from historical case studies the obstacles to successful analysis originating in the psy-
chology of analysis and heuristics?

Evaluate the increasingly complex environment that has made strategic warning more challeng-
ing since the end of the Cold War?  

Examine the multiplicity of emerging issues that challenge warning analysis such as cyber, ter-
rorism, and proliferation of WMD and how warning analysis adjusts to address them?

Apply traditional indications and warning methodologies and evaluate concepts and methods 
developed since 9/11 to adjust to the post-Cold War strategic environment?

 Evaluate the impact of Denial and Deception on effective strategic warning?

The following changes are made to individual courses within the College of 
Strategic Intelligence:

Intelligence Community Enterprise and Leadership Department

Course Title Change:
• INT 601: The Evolution of U.S. Intelligence is changed to “The History of U.S. 

Intelligence”

Transnational Issues Department:

Course Additions:

TRN 602: Phenomenon of Terrorism

This course serves as the foundational course in the Terrorism Concentration and it contrib-
utes to NIU’s mission by engaging and challenging the students to think critically and creatively 
in order to appraise and render judgments on the terrorism phenomenon; and thereby, to en-
hance intelligence production and relevancy to policymaker deliberations. 

The Phenomenon of Terrorism introduces and explores the key concepts and drivers of the 
terrorism – counterterrorism paradigm within the context of broader social movement theory. 
A number of topics introduced in this foundational course will be expanded upon in the sub-
sequent three Terrorism Concentration course to provide students with a deeper and more 
sophisticated understanding of the terrorism phenomenon. Initially, we will analyze the current 
transnational threat environment in which terrorism is one of many undercurrents on the global 
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stage, and then we will evaluate how terrorism fits into this larger threat environment. We will 
then explore various ideas and concepts for how to analyze and schematize the terrorism phe-
nomenon at the individual (micro), organizational (meso), and societal (macro) levels in order for 
the student to judge the efficacy of terrorism as an instrument within the asymmetrical warfare 
structure. Next, we will investigate the role of ideology in terrorism and the psychology of ter-
rorism to enable the student to assess the overall stability of a terrorist organization with an 
eye to determining who joins, who remains, and who levels the organization, and why. Finally, 
we will examine terrorist use of propaganda (messaging), social media (target audience), and 
their ability to finance (support) their activities. We conclude with a critical evaluation of the 
efficacy of the terrorism phenomenon. While this course stands on its own as an elective, it is 
designed to set the stage for the other three courses in the terrorism concentration. To that 
end, it is highly desirable that students enrolls in this course first to set the foundation for the 
remaining concentration course: Roots of Terrorism, The Dynamics of Terrorism, and Counter-
ing the Terrorist Threat.

TRN 604: Dynamics of Terrorism

Dynamics of Terrorism serves as the penultimate course in the Terrorism Concentration, after 
studying the terrorism phenomenon in general and the historical roots of terrorism, this course 
focuses on how to analyze, appraise, and reach critical judgments regarding the dynamics of 
the contemporary terrorist threat, which in turn informs the students understanding of how to 
most effectively counter the terrorist threat, the topic of the fourth and final course in the Ter-
rorism Concentration. While this course is designed to intertwine and engage in the key con-
cepts discussed in the other terrorism courses, it also stands on its own as an elective due to 
the case study methodology it employs and the framework of analysis that is taught in order to 
analyze the dynamics of terrorism. It contributes to NIU’s mission by engaging and challenging 
the students to think critically and creatively in order to appraise and render judgments on the 
dynamics of the contemporary terrorist threat; and thereby, to enhance intelligence production 
and relevancy to policymaker deliberations. 

Dynamics of Terrorism examines terrorism as a contextual phenomenon produced by the way 
individuals, organizations, and the state are situated within larger surroundings. We will exam-
ine terrorism as a method of violent political communication whereby sub-state political actors 
target the innocent to further their message. This accords with the definition used overwhelm-
ingly in academia and by national and international authorities, whether policy or legal. Case 
studies and conceptual materials are used to explore the forms of and motives for terrorism. 
Students examine origins of terrorism in the breaking away of splinters from larger upheavals 
driven by economic, social, and political grievances, hopes, and aspirations; followed by the 
strategic and operational choices faced by the splinter and its members. These culminate in 
the use of terrorism as a logic of action (pure terrorism) or terrorism as a method of action 
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(that which is utilized by insurgency). Theoretical considerations are supplemented by in-depth 
examination of episodes of terrorism to emphasize that agency (individual choice) is bounded 
by structure, a web of social and personal factors, and constraints. Contingency (chance) also 
plays a role. All of these considerations will be thoroughly examined and discussed as we move 
through a series of case studies that will be first presented to the students (See One), and then 
we will collectively work on a case study (Do One), and finally the students will analyze and pres-
ent a case study to the seminar (Teach One).

Course Description Changes:

TRN 603: Roots of Terrorism

Terrorism represents a critical threat to U.S. security interests today and well into the future. 
This course examines the terrorism phenomenon with particular emphasis on basic forms that 
the phenomenon may take, what influences and factors may cause a given form of terrorism to 
occur and how each functions within the physical, moral and cognitive domains of social con-
flict. Students will be equipped with numerous theoretic approaches – motivational, structural, 
open systems, and revolutionary mobilization – to enable them to properly identify a specific 
form of terrorism and discern its strengths and weaknesses. 

Terrorism will continue to remain a serious threat to U.S. and allied national security interests 
for the foreseeable future. Intelligence analysts require the requisite skills to assess the ca-
pabilities and objectives of given terrorist movements and groups in order to anticipate and 
provide the support required to plan and execute a sound counterterrorism policy and strategy. 

TRN 605: Dynamics of Countering Terrorism

This course explores the structure, roles and missions, and policies of the U.S. counterterror-
ism community in the context of recent history, political factors, and human nature in order to 
assess the importance of perception in this course and in terrorism in general resulting from 
the consequences of U.S. counterterrorism action. This course examines specific components 
of U.S. counterterrorism policy, and the importance/roles of rhetoric, the media, and strategic 
and tactical indicators and warnings. We will assess American and allied political, military, and 
cultural responses to threatened and actual terrorist attacks. Understanding the nature of 
collaboration among intelligence and law enforcement agencies further enhances students’ 
awareness of counterterrorism capabilities and limitations in a globalized world. 

Regional Security and Intelligence Department

Course description Changes

RSI 610 Introduction to China Intelligence Studies
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This course provides a foundation for strategic intelligence work on the People’s Republic of 
China by equipping students to formulate and critique contextual explanations for Beijing’s 
policies and regime behavior. The course begins by preparing students to employ the lenses 
of China’s modern history (Sessions 1- 3}, institutional structure (Session 4}, and elite politics 
(Sessions 5-6}. The course then applies these frameworks to examine three key challenges fac-
ing China’s leaders that are not the subject of separate NIU China Studies courses: the econ-
omy (Session 7), internal political stability (Session 8}, and the Taiwan issue (Session 9). The 
course culminates with student briefings on historical case studies (Session 10} in which they 
individually demonstrate the analytic toolkit acquired in the first six sessions and practiced as a 
group in the  latter three to dissect China’s behavior in crisis and conflict. The course serves as 
a grounding for China’s National Strategy & Foreign Policy (RSI 611}, China’s Military Capabili-
ties and Strategy (RSI 612), and China’s Intelligence and Information Warfare (RSI 613}.

RSI 611 China’s National Strategy and Foreign Policy

This course equips students to dissect Beijing’s domestic and international strategies and 
evaluate the implications for U.S. policymakers. It begins with the Communist Party of China’s 
depiction of its aims (Session 1). The course then details the processes by which the Party 
formulates, articulates, and implements its national strategy (Session 2). It examines the 19th 
Party Congress as a critical juncture (Session 3) and the Party’s long-term commitment to 
integrated military and civilian development (Session 4). Turning to foreign policy, it identifies 
Party’s views of the current international order (Session 5), the evolution of its alternative vision 
for the world (Session 6), and how Beijing tailors its approach to different international con-
stituencies (Sessions 7-8). The course then examines problems of policy coordination, national 
security crisis decision making, and strategic signaling (Session 9). It culminates with student 
briefings on case studies of the Party’s strategy and policy in specific functional and regional 
areas: situating them in the context of Beijing’s overall aims and then evaluating the implica-
tions for Washington and in the international order.

RSI 632 Russia: Geostrategic Intelligence Issues

This course assesses the current and future policies and direction of Russia as it continues to 
redefine itself and its role in the world after the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. The 
course examines major political, economic, military, cultural, and social issues affecting region-
al stability and U.S. interests. Topics include traditional and newly emerging political cultures, 
leading personalities and institutions, economic reforms, and foreign policies. Other key issues 
include nationalism and ethnic conflict, separatism and terrorism, civil society, the emergence 
of the rule of law, and the relationship of Russia to its neighbors. This course develops criti-
cal thinking and an understanding of Russia’s perspective in the context of globalization. It is 
designed to provide students with a broad conceptual framework for analyzing key intelligence 
questions. 
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RSI 635 The Near Abroad

This course examines the changing environment in the states of the former Soviet Union and 
U.S. relations with the region. The first part of the course examines the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union and the resulting 14 independent states, including the Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania), the Western Republics (Belarus, Moldova, and Ukraine), the Caucasus (Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, and Georgia), and Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Uzbekistan). The second part of the course examines cross-regional issues and problems 
that have arisen since the dissolution and how they affect the United States. The objective is to 
expand students’ knowledge and encourage critical thinking with regard to U.S. policies toward 
these states. This course is designed as a follow-on to Russia: Geostrategic Intelligence Issues 
(RSI 632); however, the content stands alone and does not require RSI 632 as a prerequisite. 

RSI 654 Arabian Peninsula and North Africa: Strategic Security and Intelligence Issues

This course aims at a more empathetic, in-depth, systematic, and comprehensive understand-
ing of the strategic security issues related to the states of the Arabian Peninsula and North 
Africa. From this knowledge base, students are better able to produce strategic intelligence—to 
evaluate the nature of various threats from its structures and strategies, estimate its trajectory 
and reactionary tendencies, and identify opportunities for U.S. policy and strategy. To achieve 
this goal, the course constructs and applies for each state the following five-part conceptual 
framework for security and stability: 

1. The historical and cultural contexts leading to the state’s political cultures.

2. The human security structures and trends—economic, demographic, resource, and 
environmental.

3. The state’s political or power structure, including the patronage networks, the deep 
state, and state institutions.

4. The internal challenges, societal movements, and associated internal regime secu-
rity strategies and conflicts.

5. The external threats, alliances, and security strategies, foreign policy, conflicts, and 
hard and soft power capabilities. 

Additionally, students produce segments of strategic intelligence estimates that emphasize 
these factors of state stability and security.
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Regional Security and Intelligence Courses in Pilot for AY 2019-2020

RSI 698A Africa: Principles and Continuity Through Time

African history is replete with themes and events which inform current events. Root cause 
analysis of government, demographic shifts, and social norms will be explored to understand 
their modern impacts.

RSI 698B US Policy Toward Africa

The U.S. relationship with Africa and African countries has been fluid and yet consistent. This 
course unpacks the complexities between the United States and individual countries, regional 
entities, and with the region as a whole.

RSI 698C Conflict and Complications in Africa

This course examines the spectrum of conflict from political contestation to all-out war to post-
conflict peacebuilding including conflict management strategies, negotiation spoilers, and the 
complexities surrounding external interventions.

RSI 698D International Development Intricacies in Africa

This course analyzes development concepts and how the concepts have been implemented 
before assessing their success. Aspects of governance, democracy, transparency, economics, 
and security sector will be examined.

RSI 698E The Technical Side of Africa

This course examines scientific advancement, cyber capabilities, and industrial manufacturing 
as well as the contribution of African resources to the chemical, biological, radiological, and 
nuclear markets of the world.

RSI 698F Futures of African Countries

This course uses futures analysis techniques to examine potential effects of climate change, 
population explosions, urbanization, and resource exploitation on African people, African coun-
tries, and the world.

RSI 698G Europe’s Extremes – Terrorism and Political Violence in the Modern Era

This course focuses on the spectrum of extremism in Europe today, from Islamic terrorism to 
white nationalism.  The course encompasses all of Europe (including the UK) with special em-
phasis on those nations most affected by extremism.
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The concentrations within the Oetinger School of Science and Technology 
Intelligence are updated to reflect cross listed course as follows:

Weapons of Mass Destruction Concentration
• MST 655 Advanced Conventional and Non-Conventional Weapons **
• MST 661 WMD Terrorism
• MST 663 WMD: Non-proliferation/ Counter-proliferation
• MST 665 The Biologic Threat **
• MST 667 The Nuclear Threat
• MST 669 The Chemical and Energetics Threat
• MST 671 S&TI Space and Missile Systems

** Course co-listed in another concentration

Cyber Intelligence and Data Analytics Concentration
• MST 682 Cyber Intelligence
• MST 683 Foreign Influence & Cyber Strategies
• MST 684 Cyber Threat
• MST 685 Social Networks and Intelligence **
• MST 686 Network Operations Environment—Engagement
• MST 698O Data Science Applications
• MST 698P Advanced Cyber Intelligence
• MST 698R Data Science Mathematics
• MST 698S Data Science Tools and Techniques
• MST 698T Data Science Visualization & Communication

** Course co-listed in another concentration

Emerging Technologies and Geostrategic Resources Concentration
• MST 653 Advanced Science and Technology
• MST 655 Advanced Conventional and Non-Conventional Weapons **
• MST 656 The Economics of Technology
• MST 657 Case Studies in Technology Transfer
• MST 658 Infrastructure Vulnerability Assessment
• MST 665 The Biologic Threat **
• MST 672 Intelligence and the Changing Global Resource Environment
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• MST 674 Identity Intelligence
• MST 675 Electrical Power Systems and Distribution

** Course co-listed in another concentration

Information and Influence Intelligence Concentration
• MST 660 Introduction to Denial and Deception: History, Concepts, Issues, and 

Implications
• MST 662 Denial and Deception: Psychological/Cultural Aspects and National Security 

Decision-making
• MST 664 Denial and Deception: Adversaries, Organizations, Activities, and 

Countermeasures
• MST 668 Denial and Deception: Tradecraft, Tools, and Methodology
• MST 674 Identity Intelligence
• MST 680 Information Power
• MST 681 Propaganda
• MST 685 Social Networks and Intelligence **
• MST 687 Advanced Information Power Seminar

** Course co-listed in another concentration

Master’s Thesis Courses

MCR 701  Thesis Methodology and Design

This course is designed to teach students the graduate-level, research skills they need to 
complete a MSSI or MSTI thesis on a topic related to U.S. intelligence and national security. 
The course will expose students to the fundamentals of research design and teach them how 
to identify a research problem, develop a research question, write a synthesized literature re-
view, formulate hypotheses, utilize basic research methodologies, apply analytic frameworks, 
and describe the results of their research. Students will also learn about Human Subjects 
Research/Institutional Review Board Standards and procedure. During the course, students 
will prepare and peer-review each other’s research designs and, as the final assignment, will 
complete a draft research proposal.




